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Dear Mr. Secretary:

1 am writing in suppon of an appcal submitted by lslandor East. LLC to the Departm~t of
Commerce to overturn the October I). 2002 decision by the CUJ~tic:ut Depa.-t.mcnt of
Envjronmental Protection (DP.P) relardjng proposed ~struction oiihe Islai1uef Eiit pipvlir.e. The
natural gas that wouJd be supplied 10 long Island throuih Ibis pipeiinc wouid so1ve PfC6aing eriei5i
neafs and greatly benefit residential, commercial, and industrial cuStomers across me region.

It 5~.l)uld ~ noled that the New Yart State DepiJtrnenl of State recently Issued 115 approvai
of Is!!.'1d~r East's pTOj~t? stating that it is, "consistent". with the Statc's coastal1.0ne management
-~- ..,," t,,~t .'fiI~h~Tf!Vi- ,'s not ra.-.UI--A ..t' a , ~ ~?r... '~ I~.

NatuJaI gas. transport capability on to Long Island must be substantially increased. The
robust "vliomic gry"-tb in t.'".e p;;t :e'J~~ ye!~ h8S creatm a demand for natural gas in this area
that is wen above the r..tion~ ; ~ pe.t1icut!!'l.y .," fl\e e.aatem end of Long Island due to
residentiai and conuncrcial ifO~"th. Ia;erea.$ed pow=rneeds b!~.e m;indaled thc eslabli shmcnt of new
power piants OD Long lsiand jor- which idditior.a1 ~t'~ g:: s...'Pp!i~ 8-re e-$9~tial irthese feci lities
are to be environmcntaiiy ciCal1cr and IDore efficient. Supp!j-ing addibonal ~attL~' Su supplies will
siiDificantJy~ucc the Telion ' s c~i hig1:-depei"~.CC on fo~gf\ ~il impl]r'.5 Cor bt.,th productjon

of electricity and space heating.

'M1e New York Indepel'd~t System Operator (NY1S0) has stated that with demand tor
eJectricily and natura) gas increasing on l.Dng isimd, addjliona1 g~-ri1~d el~t..;c plan~ wi1t n~
to be developed. along wid1 thc associated expans1on of the rcgjofi~ rlii.w-al t"i.i ;;a.-;;mission
infrastructUre. The NYlSO has stated "it is Clititallhat new pian" be iocaied 'in-ciiy' arId 'cn-
is!md' tn maintain rc'iabiJity. enhance competition. a.nd support economic growth." ii la ciOifw me
that timely. ~~i1ion.! natural gas infrastructure js nec~ary to supporttbe energy nccd$ for ihc:
~ccnomic activity md popu'~tiOt1 expan~ion of the area.

\'li~b re:.~t tc e:\v~~.!!!m1~l ooncem~ Islander East will employ horizontal direct dnllJng
(HDD) ~hooJGgy that minjmiz~ !he- n~ to dig a trench in portions or" the pJpcliDe route. Ttajj
nDD techIiulugJ-wbi;h "I.'ill be 'J:~ ~r th~ mIXJmum feaSlOle.distance o(approximatety 4.000 ket
out from iJ1~CUiiii~Cut .;ho.-e!ine-aJJOW! l!!!!!de! E-ast to dig a single hole and tulU1el underground
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David H. Wrinn
.A-£~i~tant .A.ttorney Ge.r.eral
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r.v. ~ox !.lU

Hartford, (,'T 06141

Dear Messrs. Amoroso and Wrinn:

This letter advises that your joint rcquest, dated Malt:h 14, 2003, to stay {h~ proceedings in the

y , .Y" ISJanueI ~asl consJS(ency appeal, m oroef to aJ.IOW settlement negotJatlons to occur , IS granted.

Consistent with your request, processing of the appeal is staycd pursuant to IS C.F.R.
§930.129(c)(2), through the period ending May I, 2003, at which time the parties are to provide

this office with a status report.

Sincerely,

k-r-r '1 -"' '-- ...)J -,1 ~r-.

Karl D. Glcavc5
Assistant General Counscl

for Ocean Services
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Dear Representative King:

Thank you for your letter to Secretary Evans in support of the Islander East Pipeline Company's
administrative appeal .file.d under t~e Coa..CIta! Zone Management .A~ct (CZt.fA) and cw7eiitly
~";"oh~4"n-th~n ~-+ +n.'..n---~~ '"1"-~ e-U ~-. --.,.r 'o ..WAV..W ' A."'..~ VA "villIlI"'J.""'. .&~ld.i!U 1 U~L ~ 1J!uPu~c:u 1fillUI:;tl gas pIpelIne

would extend from an iiltercuwICCtion neat :t.;;urLh Haven. Connecticut, and cross the Long Isiand
Soilild tu a tt:lnUnus in Suffolk County, New York. Tnc National Oce81-UC and Atmospheric

Admini5tt'ation lNOAA) processes many aspects ofCZMA appeals for the Secretary, and

therefore was asked to respond to your letter.

Plcase note that on March 14, 2003, the parties filed ajoint request seeking a stay of the appeal
proceedings, throltgh May 1, 2003, in order to undertake s"ttlemen.t negotiations. Thc stay 'N;S

ted on Ma1'(':h 17 ?001 ("nnv.-n clnq, J\ J:rAU'.."-- p,.h1i.. '.n-'..0~." on ..\o e a---' -1".!'M..-~&~~ "- , \ -"-r J -,a YW-,. A.~ ..-, W&, 'AUA&.. .." l-u.W 1 ..1'~Q11~IYCU
hv N() A 4 r4.,..;nn tho ..t~., ,."" ..A ;..'.n-A~...~~ :-.~ ..1.~ ---~~, J , --L. ...
wJ .",. ~& ~-&A&e. J V~ '-..t'u.Q~"U U1~V U1"' 4ppCdllC\,UIU. \...Ull~t:q~t:nl.ly, we \V1lt

i.."i'..mediately add jvUi letter tu the recold. Fw--ther, We weJcome any additionai information that
you Of your cons:titucnis bejieve wouid be rcievant to the Secretary's decision. As tndtcated in

our enciosed letter granting lite stay, the publiC comment period will be extended beyond the

current closmg date of May 8, 2003, assurnjng the appeal process rCiumes. Additional
information conccming thc appeal. including con'CSpondence with the parties and copies of

relevant F~~m$~ aIUlOuncements,. can be found at the Department's (';onsistency appea15

web site. www.ovc.doc 9"(J"/crmll htm, " ..

Thank you again for writing ()1'\ tl1is important matter.

Sinccrcly,

Enclosure

jam~~ R Walnnl~" --r-.-

n~" ~1 r, ~61~ ,-,V.OAO


